RAILWAY REFORM (IRELAND). 



RETURN to an Order of the Honourable The House of Commons, 
dated 11 May 1806;— -for. 



COPY “ of a Memorial to the Chancellor of the Exchequer, signed by the 
Lord Mayor of Dublin on behalf of a Public Meeting held in that City 
on the 2nd day of February, on the Subject of Railway Reform.” 



TO THE RIGHT HONOURABLE 

WILLIAM EWART GLADSTONE, M.P., ONE OF THE LORDS COMMISSIONERS 
OF HER MAJESTY’S TREASURY. 

The respectful Memorial of the Irish Public, arising from the Proceedings 
of an aggregate Meeting convened by the Right Honourable the Lord 
Mayor, pursuant to a Requisition presented to his Lordship emanated 
from every Province in Ireland, and representing every Class and 
Interest in the Country as being unanimously in favour of Irish 
Railway Reform, — 

Showeth, 

That, previous to the meeting above referred to, several of your Memorialists, 
upon the issuing of the Royal Commission on Railways in April last, deemed it 
desirable to organise public meetings in Dublin to elicit the feeling of the 
country as to the necessity of Irish Railway Reform, and which meeting was 
held on the Jst of June last, when the following resolutions were passed 
unanimously. 



Irish Railway Reform Movement. 

At a highly important and influential meeting held by requisition at the 
Mansion House, Dublin, on Thursday, 1st of June instant, in order to aid the 
Royal Commission now sitting in London, and receiving evidence in regard to 
the charges, rates, and management of Irish Railway Companies, and to adopt 
such measures as may be deemed advisable for carrying out the principles of 
the Railway Act of 1844 (7 & 8 Viet. c. 85), now about to come into operation, 
in such manner as the state of Ireland so urgently demands, — 

The Right Honourable the Lord Mayor in the Chair : 

1st. That it is the opinion of this meeting that no measure would be 
better calculated to develop the resources of Ireland and improve the social 
condition of the Irish people than one whereby the present fares and 
railway charges would be reduced to a low and uniform rate, and unity 
of action be effectually established ; provided, however, that any arrange- 
ment of the kind shall provide ample protection for the property of railway 
proprietors. 

2d. That the General Railway Act of 1844 (7 & 8 Viet. c. 85), by which 
the Government is enabled, on certain terms and conditions, to deal with or 
purchase all railways thereafter to be constructed, presents one method of 
carrying out the above object. 

3d. That the ' increased traffic which would be created by a uniform 
system of low rates, together with the considerable reduction of charges 
which would be effected by a less oppressive rate of interest on railway 
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debt, and by a consolidation of railway management, would, in the opinion 
of this meeting, more than compensate for any temporary loss arising 
from reduced rates. 

4th. That Her Majesty’s Government having appointed a Royal Com- 
mission to institute inquiries with reference to the railway system of 
Ireland, it behoves the public to afford the Commission every" possible 
assistance and information. 

5tli. That the chairman, the secretaries, the movers and seconders of 
resolutions, together with such other gentlemen as they may invite to 
join them, be appointed a committee to carry out the object of this 
meeting. 

That Memorialists, acting upon the foregoing resolutions, formed a com- 
mittee, with the then Lord Mayor as chairman, aided by many of the most 
influential citizens, and having instituted inquiries from the various Chambers 
of Commerce and bodies throughout Ireland, as suggested by the Circular 
issued by the Royal Commissioners, inviting evidence upon the rates, charges, 
and management of the Railways in Great Britain and Ireland, obtained replies 
from all the leading commercial communities and others, furnishing the most 
ample proof that the present system of charges and management of the Irish 
Railways was not adapted to the commerce of the country, or calculated to 
promote its growth and development. 

That the committee appointed by Memorialists accordingly, at some expense 
and considerable labour and time, collected the aforesaid evidence, and dele- 
gated several •members of the Irish Railway Reform Committee to present 
themselves for examination of and in support of said evidence before the Royal 
Commission on Railways then sitting, who were pleased to approve of their 
being examined. Their testimony will be found in the papers relating to 
Railways in Ireland, and styled “ The Evidence and Papers relating to Railways 
in Ireland,” January 1S66, just published by authority of the Royal Commis- 
sioners, to which Memorialists most respectfully refer your Lordship. 

That Memorialists, for the purpose of again bringing before the country 
what had been done by the committee of your Memorialists, and feeling assured 
that a reference to the whole of the evidence given before the Commission, and 
now in print, had proved the case for railway reform in Ireland, did not hesitate, 
in compliance with a requisition of great influence and weight, to call another 
aggregate meeting, which was held in the great room of the Mansion House on 
the second day of the present month (February 1866), the Right honourable 
the Lord Mayor presiding. 

A copy of said requisition and report of the meeting Memorialists have the 
honour to respectfully submit herewith. 

That meeting was not only numerously attended, but may be said to have 
largely represented the land, commerce, and general industry of the country. 

The resolutions then adopted are herewith submitted to your Lordship’s 
favourable consideration, under the conviction that the time has arrived when, 
owing to the exceptional condition of Ireland, a compliance with the prayer of 
your Memorialists would confer upon her the greatest boon she has in modern 
times received at the hands of the British Government. 

“ Resolutions,” 2d February 1866. 

Irish Railway Reform. 

At the aggregate meeting held this day in the Round Room of the Mansion 
House, convened by the Right Honourable the Lord Mayor, pursuant to public 
requisition, and which was numerously attended, the following Resolutions 
were passed unanimously :• — 

Resolved , — That in the opinion of this meeting, the .evidence on Irish Rail- 
ways taken by the Royal Commissioners, and just published ;bv the Government, 

fully 
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fully proves the necessity of a thorough reform of the management and a 
reduction of the rates of the Irish Railways, for the interest of the shareholders 
as well as the public. 

Resolved, — That the financial position of the Irish Railways is such that the 
Directors cannot be expected to carry out the necessary reduction of fares and 
charges advocated by this meeting on their own responsibility; and as the 
Royal Commissioners have not reported specially on the Irish system, and as a 
considerable time must elapse before the publication of their general Report 
for the United Kingdom, we respectfully call upon the Government to take the 
evidence on Irish Railways as published into their immediate consideration, 
with the view of bringing forward a measure this Session of Parliament, whereby 
the principles of the Railway Act of 1844 (7 & 8 Viet. c. 85), may be applied 
to the whole group of railways in Ireland. 

Resolved, — That while we desire to leave the Government and the Legis- 
lature perfectly free to determine in what way the principles of the Railway 
Act of 1844 may be applied to the Irish Railways, this meeting is of opinion 
that no measure of railway reform would be complete which did not provide 
for a substantial reduction of fares, and uniformity of management, upon the 
whole Irish system. 

Resolved, — That in the opinion of this meeting, whatever plan may be adopted 
by the Legislature for Railway Reform, it should effectually secure the property 
of existing proprietors and vested interests of every kind. 

Resolved, — That considering the great benefit which all classes in this country 
would derive from uniformity of management and cheap fares and rates, it is 
the opinion of the meeting that if the Government bring forward such a 
measure for the reform and management of Irish railways as would meet the 
wants of the Irish people, whatever temporary loss the change might involve 
should be made up by relieving railroads from local taxation, and by a special 
provision applicable to this country to supply the deficiency. 

Resolved, — That a memorial embodying the principles of the foregoing reso- 
lutions be drawn up, and presented to the Government ; and that we call upon 
all classes throughout the country generally to co-operate with us to petition 
Parliament on the subject ; and that the Right Honourable the Lord Mayor, 
as Chairman of this meeting, be requested to sign its memorial. 

Resolved,— That the resolutions adopted at this meeting, and the requisition 
convening it, be forwarded to the Royal Commission on Railways, with a 
request that they will take into their consideration the propositions therein 
contained. 

Resolved, — That the thanks of this meeting are due and are hereby given to 
the members of the Irish Railway Reform Committee for their exertions in 
bringing the question of Railway Reform before the country, and especially to 
such of them as at great inconvenience and expense attended before the Royal 
Commission and gave valuable evidence, as may be seen in the Blue Book just 
published, and that they be requested to continue their labours for carrying 
out the objects set forth in the foregoing resolutions, and be instructed to obtain 
as far as possible the co-operation of the Peers and Irish Members of Parlia- 
ment for that purpose. 

Resolved— That a subscription be now entered into to defray the expenses 
incurred by this movement and placed to the credit of our treasurers. 

Resolved, — That the special thanks of the meeting are presented, to the Irish 
press, and particularly the Dublin journals, for the liberal and efficient aid they 
have afforded the cause of Railway Reform, and that they be requested to con- 
tinue it as essential to the good of the movement. 

Resolved,— That the Lord Mayor do leave the chair, and that John Barrington, 
Esq., t.c.d.l., be called thereto. 

Resolved , — That the cordial thanks of this meeting be given to the Right 
Honourable the Lord Mayor for the assistance he has given the movement, and 
for the prompt maimer in which he complied with the wish of the requisi- 
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tionists, and for having granted the use of the Mansion House, as well as for 
the urbanity and efficiency with which he presided over this great and im- 
portant meeting. 

Resolved ,— That the secretary, Mr. R. Jackson, is entitled to the thanks of 
the meeting for his zealous attention, and for the assistance he has rendered 
the movement. 



Memorialists earnestly pray that the principles of the Railway Act, 1844 
(7 & 8 Viet c. 85), maybe applied to the whole group of Irish railways, or such 
revised form of said Act as the Government and Legislature may he pleased to 
consider most suitable, upon a review of their present position and prospects it 
being on the grounds of pressing necessity for prompt and separate legislation 
that the Memorialists venture to humbly and urgently solicit your Lordship to 
anticipate the Report on the Railways of the United Kingdom, as the Irish 
section forms a distinct and altogether separate case, warranting your Lordship 
in recommending the prayer of Memorialists,, that the great financial burdens 
by which many of the Irish Railway Companies are overborne may be removed 
an equitable adjustment of rates and charges he effected, an uniform and 
economical management be secured, and scope he thus given for a complete 
utilization of the system, adapted to the means and necessities of the country 
thereby conferring an Imperial measure of immense national benefit, and giving 
an impetus to many branches of manufacture and enterprise now either dormant 
or struggling, and providing a chanuel for directing the minds of the indus- 
trious classes to the exertions now making to improve their condition. 

That Memorialists venture to (in confirmation of their statement as to the 
depressed financial condition of the Irish lines) refer to the Memorial lately 
presented to your Lordship by several of the Irish Railways admitting their 
prostrate position, and asking for financial relief, offering in lieu to submit to 
any revision of rates and management that your Lordship might see fit to intro- 
duce. The statements of said Memorialists supplies your Lordship with suffi- 
cient data, and precludes the necessity of now entering upon a financial state- 
ment in reference to these companies ; but Memorialists strictly adhere to the 
principle set forth in Resolution No. 3, annexed hereto, in reference to said 
companies. 



That Memorialists respectfully beg leave to submit for your Lordship’s infor- 
mation the following comparative results of the separate revenues derived from 
the railways of the United Kingdom, as contained from the returns of the 
Hoard of Trade for the year 1864 : — 



England 

Scotland 

Ireland 





Miles open. 


Gross Revenue 
per Annum. 


Per Mile. 






£. 


£. 


- 


8,890 


28,667,664 


3,229 


- 


2,105 


3,776,309 


1,789 


' 


1,794 


1,581,606 


882 



From which it will be seen. that, the Irish lines are in mileage proportion 
greatly below their proper ratio, and that in a great measure the discrepancy 
may be attributable to the comparatively higher rates for passengers and mer- 
chandise on Irish lines, as can be seen on page 368 of the Blue Book issued 
January 1866, containing the statistical evidence and papers on Irish lines. 
And your memorialists are of opinion that if a suitable reduction of the fares 
and rates be carried out, the result would ultimately be an increase of revenue, 
accompanied by great corresponding advantages to the trading community and 
tbe middle and lower classes, who are now prohibited from using the railways 
m consequence of the present high charges and limited management. 

That Memorialists, in conclusion, beg leave to state that the capital embarked 
on Irish lines amounts to nearly 25 millions, one half of which is issued at 
preference rates of interest or dividends, the average rate, payable bein^ 5 per 
cent, per annum, which is found, to be oppressive, and to meet which exor- 
bitant rates and. charges are framed, and which leaves a portion of the remain- 
ing hall only an average of about 3 per cent, per annum ; but in many 

instances 
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instances no dividend or interest is received by the original shareholders. 
Memorialists’ main object is to obtain financial relief for the railways in Ireland, 
whereby an uniform rate of dividend and uniform rates and charges may be 
effected by a Government measure ; that the whole system shall be placed 
under an improved management and a permanent and satisfactory basis, for 
the good of the entire kingdom. 

May it therefore please your Lordship to bring forward the prayer of your 
Memorialists for the immediate consideration of the Commissioners, and induce 
them to adopt such legislative measures for the improvement and relief of Irish 
railways as to your wisdom may seem meet, and as their present state so 
urgently demands. And your Petitioners will ever pray. 

Signed on behalf of said Memorialists and by their request, 

(signed) James W. Mackey , Lord Mayor, 

Chairman. 
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